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PUBLIC AFFAIRS REPORTING
Department: Professional Pathways

Earners of this microcredential have successfully completed three 
Bradley University credit courses in Communication and Political 
Science and demonstrated the skills to produce news content that meets 
professional media standards for publication; package information for 
different media platforms and audiences; conduct basic policy analysis; 
and track and analyze legislative processes.

Earning Criteria
Code Title Hours
COM 201 Journalistic Writing 3.0
PLS 105 Introduction to American Government 3.0
PLS 314 The U.S. Congress 3.0

Total Hours 9

• Badge earners have earned a B or higher in Bradley University's
COM 201 Journalistic Writing. Industry-based competencies include 
producing news content following AP style guidelines, editing/
proofreading media content for accuracy and clarity, and packaging 
info for different media platforms and audiences. Earners have been 
assessed through lead writing exercises, article writing assignments, 
AP style quizzes, and practical writing practice and exams.

• Badge earners have earned a B or higher in Bradley University's
PLS 105 Introduction to American Government. Industry-based 
competencies include evaluation of political info and sources for 
credibility, bias, and relevance and translating complex political 
concepts into accessible explanations. Earners have been assessed 
through civic engagement assignments and Congressional Floor 
debate and vote simulations.

• Badge earners have earned a B or higher in Bradley University's
PLS 314 The U.S. Congress. Industry-based competencies 
include tracking and analyzing legislative processes, interpreting 
parliamentary procedures and legislative language, and identifying 
key stakeholders in Congressional processes. Earners have 
been assessed through redistricting exercises, book reviews on 
Congressional operations, simulations, and a simulation paper about 
an assigned Senator.
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